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UPSD, The Turkish Plastic Arts Association Founded in 1989
The Turkish İnternational Plastic Arts Association (Uluslararası Plastik Sanatlar Derneği) was founded in 1989 in Istanbul. A large meeting of artists had gathered to select the eight founding members (Alaattin Aksoy, Beril Anılanmert, Bedri Baykam, Handan Börüteçene, Mehmet Güleryüz, Hüsamettin Koçan, Bünyamin Özgültekin and Yusuf Taktak). Mehmet Güleryüz was selected as the first President. UPSD has had three other Presidents since then: Hüsamettin Koçan, Nilüfer Ergin and Bedri Baykam. The actual President Bedri Baykam has been in office since 2006. The other board members are Safiye Mine Erdurak, Bahri Genç, Hülya Küpçüoğlu, Melik İskender, Berna Erkün and Murat Havan.

UPSD Adress; Uluslararası Plastik Sanatlar Derneği Maçka Demokrasi Parkı Sanatçı İşlikleri Şişli Evlendirme Dairesi yanı  34367 Şişli /İstanbul
Phone; +90 212 247 62 83
Web: www.upsd.org.tr
President
 baykambedri@yahoo.com
+905326035580
GENERAL POLİTİCAL SİTUATİON İN TURKEY

Turkey is ruled since 2002 by the AKP government. As we all know this government is defined as ‘İslamist’ although Turkey is a democratic and secular country that wants to enter Europe since 1960. AKP has also furthered those relations with the EU especially since the beginning of the discussions regarding Turkey’s entry into the E.U in 2004. Several laws were changed to conform with EU standards. On the other hand, surprisingly some of Turkey’s secular and democtatic writers, journalists, politicians and academicians have been placed in jail since 2007. They were accused of being involved in a coup d’Etat plot against the government but so far no single convincing proof has been found against them. The most well knowns among  them are Prof. Mehmet Haberal (World known scientist and professor doctor in organ transplant) Mustafa Balbay (famous writer and journalist for Cumhuriyet Daily, chief of Ankara editorials), Tuncay Özkan (journalist and politician President of Yeni Parti) Doğu Perinçek (President of the Worker’s Party), Prof Fatih Hilmioğlu (Dean of the University of Malatya), Yalçın Küçük and Ergun Poyraz (opposition writer), Soner Yalçın, Nedim Şener and Ahmet Şık, journalists among several others. Otherwise, several opposition writers have been forced to either resign from their TV or newspapers, or they have been fired from their media organisation unless they were permitted to stay without writing or producing (Emin Çölaşan, Bekir Coşkun, Uğur Dündar, Tufan Türenç, Ruhat Mengi from the  Doğan-Hürriyet Group, Banu Avar (TRT), Can Dündar-Banu Güven (NTV) among several others.
Being a part of the opposition is not an easy task at all in Turkey. And as the islamic way of life is spreading with more choranic schools and lower education ages (no limit anymore) contemporary life styles are being obstacled at every opportunity (earlier closing hours of bars, more taxes for alcohol, the forbidding of street  musicians and street restaurants in the libertarian district of Beyoğlu etc.
Sponsoring and developping the arts is not a priority of the actual government.
Another reality of Turkey, is the kurdish problem which unfortunately has caused a çivil war effect in Turkey with thousands of death since 1984. Lately in 2011the number of attacked and killed soldiers by the terrorist group PKK has very much increased and the country lives in the midst of a dramatic turmoil. Avoiding racism from both ends remains an important goal.
2011: A YEAR OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS

Sculptor Mehmet Aksoy had erected a monument called ‘The Monument of Humanity’ in the city of Kars, East of Turkey, close to the Armenian border The Prime Minister Mr. Tayyip Erdoğan defined the monument as ‘disgusting-freaky’ (Ucube) after a visit to Kars. He ordered its destruction and removal. As UPSD we have immediately organized a press conference followed by a panel discussion. Also Mehmet Aksoy got legal help and assistance from famous lawyers. However the ‘final decisions’  were rushed into a final ‘fait Accompli’ and the monument was destroyed in May 2011 with the protests of all the arts commmunity and larger crowds.
In the final press conference, Bedri Baykam, President of UPSD, Turkey, has read the support letters of AIAP-World and AIAP-Europe against the destruction of the monument of Humanity.  After the press-conference, Baykam who is one of the main outspoken defenders of secularism and democracy in Turkey, was  stabbed by an islamist fanatic who had been following him for a week. Baykam was saved in extremis after a four hour surgery and stayed two weeks at the hospital. His assistant Tuba Kurtulmuş was also stabbed very dangerously and had to stay 10 days at the hospital. His intestins and liver were destroyed and the knife got as close as few milimeters to his main artery.
Another unfortunate attack was directed against the Tombstone monument of the reknowned poet Can Yücel who had died in 1999. Being the equivalent of Charles Bukowski in Turkey, Yücel was a famous leftist, revolutionary, anarchist, secular spirit. His tomb  was even a greater target when one remembers that it was again Mehmet Aksoy who was the author of this monument. 
Several other offenses against freedom of expression and art were registered and 2011 unfortunately remains in our memories as a dark year.

One of the worst issues is that no existing data shows any sign of progress in the situation. There is no indication that things are going to get better neither in regards to freedom of expression, nor in the ‘contemporary art and lifestyle’ zones.
OTHER PROBLEMS IN FRONT OF ARTİSTS AND
 THE EFFORTS OF UPSD
Besides the above mentioned problems, Turkish artists are also confronted with several other issues ranging from the lack of social security on certain cases,to the one on public funds support.
As UPSD, we have made a very meticulous research on the field of Professional art and have suggested a law proposal for the field. That law proposal was given to the Ministery of Culture Ertuğrul Günay, from the ruling AKP goverment two years ago. Unfortunately, no response was given by the government. As UPSD  we still follow the leads and we decided to transfer this proposal to the main opposition party CHP (Social-democrats) if the goverment does not respond till November 20.2011. It has been two years that the goverment has failed to respond to UPSD’s law text proposal in the field of Professional art and artists.
Here are some of the topics brought to light by the law proposal. 
· To facilitale the entrance and exit of all artworks to the country

· To enforce the same facilities for the free circulation of artworks for Turkish artists within Europe.
· The help and sponsorship to Turkish artists and curators who have international shows.
· To ensure that all new building of very institution that construct a new building will have 2 % of its worth counterpart in art, paintings, sculpture or multi-media work.
· The state should provide live-in studios for artists under 35 that declare their need for assistance.
· To reduce VAT in art from 18 % to 5 %

· The state should have awards for artists in general and artists under 35 and should buy those award winning artworks for their collection (3+3, six in total)
· Every city should have a state and Gallery named after a Turkish artist from history. Those galleries should be run by a Professional jury commission.

· The opening price of an artwork given to an auction can not be lower than the 66% of the price of a work same size, same series by the same artist, through an invoiced official sale. 

· To Auction houses are fully responsible about the truthness and correctness of all the information given about any artwork contained in their range.
· For all art Works being given  as gift to any other person, the new owner can give out the work tos an auction only with an authorization of the artist or his heir.

· The state is expected to give a minimal financial aid to all young artists out of University that have no job or no income. The artist in return gives artworks to the state.
· The state takes care in special building units of all aged artists, with no housing at least in 10 different cities.
OTHER ACTİVİTİES OF UPSD DURİNG 2011

1) March 8, World Women’s Day Exhibit:
 Special exhibition organized by UPSD for fighting against aggression directed towards women at a growing rate.
(Every year, hundreds of women are killed by their relatives, husbands or lovers in what is called ‘honor killings’ (!) that reflect unfornately a lack of tolerance, education and basic respects to human rights UPSD brought to light this unfortunate reality of feodal type left-overs of human relations.)
Participating artists were:  Alev Araslı, Ayşe Öztürk, Bala Arıduru, Berna Kaya Okan, Bennu Gerede, Derya Arıkan, Dilek Özmen, Elif Kuşeri, Feriha Dağlı, Filiz Tılhaslı, Filiz Öztürk Doğan, Funda Tarakçıoğlu, Gülay Çallı, Güzide İslamoğlu, Gönül Nuhoğlu, İdris Kurt, Mahmut Öztürk, MarlenTekirdağlıcan, Meltem Köyler Gemalmayan, Merzuka Temeltaş, Nebihe Göl, Neyran Günüçer,  Nimet Koçak, Nuray Turan, Pınar Selimoğlu, Sibel Kasapoğlu, Reyhan DemirBağatır, Reyhan Adalet Gök, Seda Üngün, Selma Aşık, Serap Kökten, Serpil Ümit, Süheyla Sabır, Tülin Gözükara, Yakut Kalkavan and Yeşim İnce.
2) “WORLD ART DAY” PROPOSAL OF UPSD 
ACCEPTED İN GUADALAJARA

The Turkish National Committee (UPSD) has given a proposition to the 17 th General Assembly of IAA-World in Guadalajara; UPSD suggested that the Birthday of Leonardo da Vinci, April 15 should become World Art Day. The proposal was co-signed by the following delegates on its day of presentation: Rosa Maria Burillo Velasco-Mexico, Anne Pourny-France, Liu Dawei-China (Ex-president), Christos Symeonides-Cyprus (President of AİAP Europe), Anders Liden-Sweden, Kan İrie-Japan, Pavel Kral-Slovakia, Dev Chooramun-Mauritius, Hilde Rognskog-Norway. It was unanimously and enthusiastically applauded and accepted by the General Assembly. (Please see Attected document for proposal text and other details.) 
3) ‘Freedom, start from scratch- all over again’  
AN EXHİBİTİON FOR ARTİSTS UNDER 35 BY UPSD.

UPSD, in the tradition of the Turkish National Committee has organized the 5 th ‘Young Art Action’. (Genç Etkinlik) 111 Artists were selected by the jury presided by Bedri Baykam President of UPSD and 133 works were exhibited at the MKM and member in collaboration with the Municipality of Beşiktaş (CHP, Social-Democrats). A catalogue of 128 pages was printed for the occasion of the exhibition. 
List of Artists:  Akif Karayel, Aslı Altınışık, Aslı Apaydın, Aslı Erciyes, Aslı Ekinci, Ayça Yücedağ, Ayetullah Eren, Ayşegül Çetin, Bahar Oskay, Bahar Soğukkuyu, Banu Çolak, Banu Yücel, Berrak Aktan, Betül Demir Karakaya, Burak Orçun Arabacı, Burçin Pervin Arabacı, Burcu Ayan, Burcu Turan, Bülent Aytaç, Can Emed, Can Yeşiloğlu, Cennet Sepetçi, Ceyda Ildıroğlu, Ceylan Öztürk, Çağlar Tüfekçi, Çetin Ural, Damla Öztürk, Deniz Aktaş, Demet Köroğlu, Deniz C. Koşar, Deniz Gökduman, Demir Yasin Gülderen, Deniz Onur Erman, Derya Şarbalkanlı, Doğan Keskin, Duygu Kahraman, Düriye Kozlu, Ekin Onat, Emrah Nallar, Emre Çalış, Engin Doğan, Erdal Sertkaya, Erdem Küçükköroğlu, Erkan Yaprakkıran, Evren Seda Baytöre, Ezgi Uzun, Ezgim Sönmez, Fatma Neslihan Öner, Feyza Gürleşen, Fırat Engin, Fırat Güner, Gizem Sönmezer, Gökçen Kılınç, Güneş Hüseyinkulu, Gülçağ Konçe, Güldane Yuvarlak, Nazife Başsoy, Nehal Aktaş, Numan Ayvaz, Güler Aşık, Güliz Baydemir,  Hakan Ada, Hasan Pehlevan, Havva Eker, Hazal Aksoy, Hüseyin Aksoylu, Hüseyin Rüstemoğlu, İlknur Delibaş, İpek Şenel, Kadir Öztoprak, Kübra Ergin Halhallı, Mehmet Aydın, Mehmet Dede, Mehtap Karadeniz, Melis Buyruk, Melissa Mey, Müge Gülaçtı, Müge Selçuk, Irmak Dönmez, Nail Karahan, Nebahat Karyağdı,Neşe Çetin, Neşe S. Gökalp, Niyazi Selçuk, Nurdan Likos, Oğuz Tarhan, Sabri Atalay Yavuz, Oral Ünlü, Özge Can Cöne, Ramazan Baltacı, Recep Aksu, Remziye İlyada Başımoğlu, Seda Sarı, Sefer Kurtoğlu, Selda Bekar, Serdar Kaynak, Serkan Güven, Sevcan Tekcan, Kaan Toy, Seyit Mehmet Buçukoğlu, Sıddık Turan, Sinan Abinal, Spartacus Grubu, Şahin Çetin, Şemsi Aktaş, Tan Yakut, Tanzer Arığ, Tuğba Sönmez, Zeynep Karabacak, Yasaklasak da mı Saklasak Grubu and Sizin Aile Grubu. 

4) A BOOK FOR THE PAST 20 YEARS OF UPSD 

A Book is prepared for the 20 th year of UPSD, the Turkish National Committee. It will be printed before January 2012 and will have its launching in a 20 th year celebration ball. The book will be an almanach of documents and information about artists of about 600 pages.

CONCLUSİON
Although Turkey is going through some very hard times, Turkish artists are showing some great signs of resistance and opposition capacity. Several relations were established with other N60’s, in order to struggle together against several anti-democratic issues. fighting for the reopening of the Atatürk Cultural Center closed down by AKP three years ago, for trying to prevent the Yıldiz Teknik University to be thrown out of the metropole of İstanbul, the struggle and demonstrations for trying to prevent the removal of the film department of the Bilgi University for reasons of censorship, fighting for trying to prevent the reducing of art and philosophy education hours in high school education and on several other occassions, UPSD Teamed with other artistic institutions as the independent Art’a Council (Özerk Sanat Konseyi), Turkish Architects Association, The Association of Turkish Cartoonists, Turkish AİCA, Art Critic’s Association, Turkish writer’s Association, International Pen Writers Association.
UPSD, in times of trouble, is still working harder than ever in order to defend freedom of speech and freedom of artistic expression. Contributing to freedom, democracy and peace nationally and universally remains the main goal of UPSD besides fighting for artists rights. 


