A Proposal from the Swedish IAA Committee for World Art Day 2013
Dear IAA Europa members, dear Congress participants,

 
“World Art Day” has been well received by institutions, associations and artists in Sweden. We are now working on establishing 15 April as an exciting World Art Day. We are therefore very pleased that the Turkish delegation came up with such a good idea in the first place and that the IAA World Congress has decided to implement it.

 
The weekday coinciding with 15 April will vary depending on the year. In 2012 it will fall on a Sunday, and in 2013, on a Monday. A Monday will undoubtedly present a real challenge. 
In Sweden, all museums, public art galleries and private galleries are closed on Mondays. It is, in other words, not easy for the public to access art in Sweden on such a day. ….

Unless, that is, the artists approach the people!
 
The Swedish delegation has an idea of how to solve this dilemma. Our vision is to have an artist visit every classroom in Sweden on 15 April 2013.
 
The school is perhaps the most important stepping stone to adult life.
Not only does school shape and prepare the student for the future, but it also creates future prospects.
What we sow today, we reap tomorrow.
 
The government of Sweden has sadly decided that art studies should not be taken into account when assessing final grades.  This is due to the fact that they do not recognize aesthetic studies as part of the core curriculum. The focus on aesthetic subjects will diminish considerably. Knowledge and understanding of art as well as the advantages of being a creatively thinking person will be marginalized.  
 
In this context, the words of the Turkish delegation are of the utmost importance:
“Establishing such an important day worldwide, would definitely help the present and future generations grasp the importance that art has had on our world over the centuries. There is clearly a growing need for the world to recognize the importance that art has had on our planet and to bring to the forefront the role that artists has had on civilization.”
 
It is therefore our goal that Monday 15 April will mark a day when all schools will receive an artist who will discuss his/her art and art history in general, as well as reflect on the nature of art. We hope this will inspire a debate on the importance of art studies and other aesthetic subjects in school and thereby re-establish the value of art education. 
 
What a vision that would be for the entire IAA World – to have artists visit classrooms in the schools of all of our member states!
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