2011 Annual Report of The Icelandic National Committee of IAA 

to the 8th General Assembly of IAA in Berlin, Germany in October.

The Association of Icelandic Visual Artist - SÍM was formed in 1982. It is an umbrella organization of eight visual artist associations and has its offices in the capitol of Reykjavík. The chairman of SÍM traditionally holds the position of the president of the Icelandic National Committee of IAA, as there is not a separate NC body in Iceland. The present offices are located in Hafnarstræti 16., right in the center of Reykjavík.


SÍM generally works for a better life situation for artists in Iceland, defending their rights and interests and representing them in communication with local authorities. Besides that SÍM has laid strong emphasis on two main tasks during the last decade. One is to supply artists needs for studio spaces and the second to build up an International residency for Artists in Reykjavík and abroad. 

SÍM studios for artists.

During the last ten years the members of SÍM have called for more studio spaces with affordable rent. This was especially evident during the years before the economic crash, when rent was very high. SÍM has answered that call by increasing the number of studios for artists from ten in 2001 to about 140 studio spaces in 2010. 


This year we added yet another building at Nýlendugata in the center of  Reykjavík, close to the office building, which will be formally opened on November 5th thus increasing the number of studios to 160. The studios are now situated in four buildings at Seljavegur, Nýlendugata and Korpúlfsstaðir in Reykjavík, and at Lyngás in Garðabær, including workshops for wood, iron, textile, ceramic and printmaking.

SÍM Residencies in Reykjavík.

The residency program at SÍM started in 2002 with one guest apartment in our office building at Hafnarstræti 16. Little by little we have added more rooms for the residency and we can now accommodate a total of thirteen artists each month in two different venues. 


In our building at Seljavegur, where we have studios for about 50 local artists, SÍM now also runs a residency for nine foreign artists at each time. At Korpúlfsstaðir, where about 60 local artists have their studios, there is room for three International artists every month.  Every year we receive more than 100 artists in the residency, as well as numerous guests that stop for shorter periods. Deadline for applications is twice a year and the word is spreading out so we get much more application than we could ever accept. We believe that it is important to be able to make it possible for International artists to work in Reykjavik, thereby making Reykjavik the venue for International art.

SÍM Residencies abroad (first we take Berlin and then we take Manhattan.) 

At the end of September this year we had a formal opening of our residency apartments in Berlin. SÍM has rented four apartments at Neue Bahnhofstrasse in Friedrichshain for this purpose. At the moment the residency is only intended for the use of members of SÍM, but will possibly be opened up for artists from other countries in the future. The next project SÍM intends to finalize is to find an apartment at affordable cost in New York, for a residency for our SÍM members. 

New website. 

In January we launched a long awaited new website, where our page was totally redesigned. It was designed by an Icelandic couple now living in Berlin, and we are very happy with the outcome. The new site made it possible for us to cut down on the e-mails that we sent to our members every day and now we only send them one mail with an overview with highlighted links. The new page (www.sim.is) and fewer e-mails was very well received by our members. The web-page can be viewed in any language though the google translate button on the page. 

Housing

SÍM has had its offices in Hafnarstræti 16. for the past ten years. The house was renovated and designed especially for the needs of SÍM, and was meant for us for the unforeseeable future. The house has been rented from the city of Reykjavík at a very affordable price, which has enabled the organization to grow and use its resources for different projects. We have now received a letter of resignation from the city, under the auspices that they have to cut down costs and consequently want to sell the house(at a time when real estate is at its historical low point.) This means we will have to quit the house we have called home on Dec. 31st this year. The board and members of SÍM are not happy with this decision and have tried to protest, to no avail. Sometimes, in retrospect, change is good  and we hope that we will find a good outcome for us in the next few months.

Hrafnhildur Sigurðardóttir

Chairman of SÍM – Association of Icelandic Visual Artists.

Hafnarstræti 16., www.sim.is

