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New Political Program
The past year, the Danish Association of Visual Artists/Bkf has had a comprehensive political program to work from for the first time in its 42-year history. The 31-page political program is the result of a long process and was adopted by Bkf’s members at last year’s General Assembly. The programme describes our policy areas – everything from payment of artists in connection with exhibitions, over the strengthening of municipal arts policy, to the necessary upgrading of visual arts in the educational system.

And although the program is not an invariable answer book – but will be currently adjusted to reflect both our members’ opinions and the political reality – it has proven to be a very useful practical tool in negotiations with government officials and politicians regarding artists’ fees, and has made it easier to make clear statements when communicating with the public and the media. 

Education and Growth

In order to improve conditions for visual artists, the respect for our profession must be increased. In this context, education is vital. Therefore Bkf continues to point out the importance of strengthening visual arts as part of teacher training and to introduce compulsory education in visual arts at all grade levels in elementary school and high school. 

It is important for Bkf to remind people that art is indispensable. We have tried to do this through articles in the main papers in Denmark by pointing out that art and culture is the driving forces for socio-economic growth. This argument, we believe, is important in an economic crisis, where art support is under pressure. But we always keep in mind that art should not be used as a ‘creative engine’ for the corporate sector, nor be subject to other ideological agendas.

Artists’ Fees
Sweden is a good example of how to find political solutions to the problem of lack of remuneration of visual artists in connection with exhibitions. Inspired by our Swedish colleagues, we have made a proposal to ensure the artists a fair fee for all the more or less invisible work they do in connection with exhibitions – such as planning, meetings, transportation, hanging, catalogue work, PR etc. 

Over the summer and autumn, Bkf has been in dialogue about this proposal with key government officials and other important players in the Danish art scene. Just like in Sweden, it is an uphill struggle to change the poor payment culture in Denmark for the visual artists. But we keep on working.

Arts Grants 
In September, a report on the Danish state arts funding system was published. It analyzes the strengths and weaknesses of the current system and suggests a merger of the two state arts funding bodies. In the proposal, the artists and their organizations are excluded from influence.

Bkf has criticized the report's proposals, which suggest that the arts funding system is run with a small board at the top of a centralized and streamlined organization. It is a really bad idea, both for the arts and society as a whole. If you want to get the most out of arts funding, the support system must have many entrances in order to be able to capture and sustain the qualitative art at all levels. Moreover, the dialogue between artists and politicians, which is taking place because both the artists’ organizations and artists are part of the existing system in designated organs and special committees, is extremely important to ensure that arts policy remains a common community concern. Both artists and politicians need to be in contact and regularly exchange knowledge, experiences and opinions. This helps to ensure that arts funding is resting on a democratic basis. 

Arts Institutions under Pressure
The same political tendency to reduce democracy and control culture, was evident in a proposal released last February to regulate the creative education programs under the Danish Ministry of Culture, including the Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts.

According to the new proposal, rector appointments and dismissals would be made by the Minister for Culture where, until now, the rector was appointed by colleagues via the school councils.

The proposal gave rise to protests from politicians, students and staff at the Academy - protests that Bkf backed and which caused the proposal to be modified in a number of ways – including that the Art Academy will be able to influence the choice of their leaders.

This year the Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts has also been hit hard by the demands from the Ministy of Culture to cut costs. Many employees have been laid off, one of the departments has been closed and a large workshop lease had to be terminated.

In this connection, Bkf has pointed to the fact that expertise and skills are lost, and diversity in education is under heavy pressure. We see it as yet another expression that policy statements to enhance creativity, innovation and high professionalism do not match the actual politics of culture and education.

But the Art Academy is far from the only cultural institution affected by budget cuts. Several of the core institutions, such as the Danish National Museum, the Royal Library, the Royal Museum of Fine Arts and the Danish Art Workshops, have had to cut staff and scale down operations. 

Art in the municipalities

Bkf is pleased to see that our recommendations to use professional artistic expertise in the municipalities are winning recognition around country. This year, several municipalities in Denmark have established new visual arts councils, with representation from local members of Bkf. It helps ensure artistic quality for the money which is gratifying for both the local arts professionals and citizens.
On the other hand, the artists who spend their time and work to do advisory and consultancy work for the municipalities, are still not remunerated. Typically they do not get meeting fees – at the most they get their transport costs covered. It is not fair, and BKF continues to make local employers aware that all visual artistic work should be paid. An attitude change is needed and public employers should take the lead.
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Year of establishment:

Billedkunstnernes Forbund was established in 1969 as a fusion between a number of different organizations for visual artists, i.e. sculptors, painters, graphic designers etc.

Aim:

To influence current policies in a way that enhances economical and social security for visual artists. To enhance the use of - and respect for - visual art in as many ways as possible, and to protect artistic freedom in general. 

Services - a few examples: 

Billedkunstnernes Forbund offers its members legal advise in economic and social matters, practical help in transporting artwork to exhibitions (members can borrow a minibus or trailers in connection with exhibitions), exposure of artworks and individual contact-info at Billedkunstnernes Forbund's website www.bkf.dk, use of a number of different artist-residencies inside and outside Denmark at very low costs, free access to many Danish museums and cultural institutions. 

Furthermore, Billedkunstnernes Forbund is continuously involved in political lobbying at both national and international levels and has on several occasions been successful in influencing legal grounds of cultural policies.
Billedkunstnernes Forbund does not in any way facilitate exhibition opportunities for the members, and is not in any way involved in the funding, organization, execution or evaluation of any exhibition or part hereof whatsoever. Billedkunstnernes Forbund is purely engaged in the improvement of the social, juridical and economical conditions of artists.
Number of members:

Approximately 1300. 

Billedkunstnernes Forbund is the largest association for acknowledged visual artists in Denmark.

Organisational structure:

Billedkunstnernes Forbund has a board of nine members, elected by all the members of the organization, who also elect the association's chairman (he or she is a member of the board). Furthermore, the association has eleven regional bodies throughout the country, who primarily work to influence local politicians and establish artists' workshops and co-operation with local museums and exhibition halls.

Cooperation:

Billedkunstnernes Forbund cooperates with all relevant national cultural institutions and authorities. Internationally the organization is represented in International Artists Association (IAA).

Entry qualifications:

Billedkunstnernes Forbund has a detailed set of entry qualifications - to become a member you must be able to document a serious amount of acknowledged artistic activity, or you must have a graduate degree from an acknowledged art school/art academy.

Communication with members:

Newsmails, news and debate on the website www.bkf.dk, and "Billedkunstneren", a critical, quarterly magazine on current art politics and artistic trends in and outside of Denmark.

Means of representation:

Billedkunstnernes Forbund is represented in local and governmental funding committees and organizational structures, in several boards at museums and cultural institutions on a national level, and in the umbrella-organization for all Danish artists' organizations, Dansk Kunstnerråd (Danish Council of Artists).
