Summary of CARFAC’s National Priority Actions, 2011-12

Improvement of the financial and contractual conditions offered to artists for the public presentation of their works

Since its founding in 1968, CARFAC has developed and recommended fees that artists are to be paid when their work is shown in public exhibitions. Our agreement with the Canadian Museums Association and the Canadian Art Museum Directors Organization assisted in building consensus on exhibition fees in 2007. It needs renegotiation, and so far they refuse and are now fighting to amend copyright to avoid payment. We are working to heal our rift on this issue. We offer contract templates for artists, and the Saskatchewan Best Practices project assists in establishing ethical standards between artists and presenters.

Inclusion of the Artist Resale Right in the Copyright Act

We have spent the last three years developing a proposal for the Artist Resale Right (droit de suite). We have met with over 25 members of parliament and have talked about the proposal with artists and arts groups across the country. In 2011 we presented our proposal to the Standing Committee tasked with amending the Copyright Act, and are waiting to see if it will be passed under Bill C-21.

Negotiations under the Status of the Artist Act

CARFAC is certified to represent all living Canadian visual and media artists for the purposes of collective bargaining with all federal museums and departments. We began negotiating with the National Gallery of Canada in 2002, and have been at an impasse since 2007. We have accused them of bargaining in bad faith before a federal tribunal, and are awaiting their decision in early 2012. Following the results, we will return to the bargaining table and conclude an agreement, and serve new federal departments with notice to bargain.

Development of legal resources for artists and arts lawyers.

We offer a number of legal advice options for our members. We are building a national list of lawyers with arts experience, and hope to link them at a national conference in 2012. We are associated with several legal clinics for artists across the country, and provide conflict resolution tips to our members.

International survey of artist associations

In the fall of 2011, we partnered with AIR (Artists Interaction and Representation) in the UK to undertake a survey of artist unions and organizations world-wide, to gather information about their mandates and structures, and to understand their needs and interests in working collaboratively with other associations on an international basis. For details, or to participate, email April: director@carfac.ca. 

National promotional campaign to provide the public with a better understanding of Canadian artists and artistic movements

CARFAC will work with the Visual Arts Alliance on a targeted advertising campaign that educates the public on contemporary and historic Canadian art and artists.

Promotion of the Canadian Art Market through new incentives

Inspired by the Own Art program in the UK, CARFAC and RAAV have started to pursue a VISArt program, whereby potential collectors receive interest-free loans to buy work by living Canadian artists, from participating galleries. A formal proposal is being developed, and financial institutions will be approached.

Establishment of tax benefits that assist artists who have variable incomes

We have asked the federal Finance Committee for a federal tax credit for artists whereby the first $15,000 of copyright is tax exempt, as well as the reintroduction of income averaging for artists. These measures currently exist in Quebec only. Additionally, we asked that income from grants, awards and bursaries also are tax exempt. 

Increase the budget of the Canada Council for the Arts

CARFAC works with the Canadian Arts Coalition for the increased budget of the Canada Council. It seems likely that the Council may actually be cut in the next year, so in our Lobby on Parliament Hill Day on October 25th, we will work with politicians to convince them they should increase, or at least maintain, current funding levels.

National expansion of Gallery Survey Guide.

We publish a gallery survey in several regions across the country. The guide provides information about public and private art galleries, such as gallery mandates, contact details and contractual arrangements offered to artists (such as artist fees, commission rates, whether shipping or insurance are provided, etc). 

Growth of a cross-Canada network of artist advocates and spokespeople.

We continue to prepare election tool kits and brief submissions to standing committees, talking points for media interviews, and information packages to be used by artists when meeting with government. We are developing training opportunities to engage artists across the country, and to encourage them to get involved as spokespeople on certain issues.

Creation of a social security net for visual artists based on contributions by artists, presenters, private enterprises and patrons of the arts

In 2009, a national survey assembled data on the situation of senior artists, to assist us in lobbying for retirement savings programs for artists. The government is more likely to favour a matching contribution program for self-employed artists. We are exploring collective insurance options with other artist unions, such as health plans. 

